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Aftermath of Japan earthquake is a cause for concern
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The worst-ever earthquake struck Japan from the
sea outside Sendai. The earthquake, which
registered 9 on the Richter scale, had also triggered a
tsunami that washed away and destroyed a large
number of houses in the area. In the short run, the
quake will send shock waves across the financial
markets and economies in Japan and the Asia Pacific
region, but the actual effects will probably not be
huge. Looking on the bright side, there may be
unexpected positive effects on the political scene of

(Gavs= AZ;

AR > BRI - BAC/Ees ] s YT E
HOSCERAE R R PR A R — AR TEZ | o (HIEIE
LA IEZIZ 2 36 » 5 RAGBELR /NG RENE - 66K

— R ERNATFO AT RN — Ak
F o

B CHEEAEEA) (The Yellow Wallpaper) » 1EE &
2 (Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1860-1935) ° ij& 32
N MERESHEGRFZINER > s
PEEFEHE - W% (great-aunt) KATHIH » SLEES
INEL GEEREUR/INEDY (Uncle Tom’s Cabin) WITE#
W#t (Harrict Beecher Stowe) o (55 ANH £y SEE fif ik
FRABASL » HEESE B p L TR o

RERZHANE

R A SR - A e A% L
OB Lo Ve SR A PR - 15180247 B HE A9
Gy BRI o AN RN AT 2
- 85 HERAIR W L TEGIER (pospartum /
B4 o I AT A e e

53 5H o

RKEANZUNEBM W] F - BEREN@EY -
ban/bun— > #F bo/bo— pan/pun ™\ ° S5l bo/ bO—’ )

HAW Tctrele | —iil » ihprajha sy > 3

FERE SRR M HEEPE A o 1 ban/bun—IREE 7
F%}\MJ » SRR RE o W[ -

Mg Hehs N ~ RS2 > B2 ban/bun—
T o I.E%ﬁ% o T B[] A - TR ]
fE T T3t BB » tmassRkig )
jﬁnﬂ{}fﬁj\g\ *Hﬁmﬁ\—b—nn FBE%J QFHﬁ/\\ ’—)ﬁ]{llﬁﬂj -
Wil o WAE TPERL > ARETRNESE [88] - ([PER) H#
H > ABFE) o SAELEIC -

[ AR | 1EBIRERZ £ iR

DA 2 A > R IR MBS - 4080
KR BRL > il SR IniE s~ R +/\

postnatal depression)

Japan.

This magnitude-9 earthquake in
Sendai, which dwarfed the
magnitude-7.9 Great Kanto
earthquake in the 1920s, has
become the most serious in the
history of Japan. Under the impact
of the earthquake, all stock markets
in the Asia Pacific region including
the one in Hong Kong suffered a
plunge. Nevertheless, as the
epicenter of the earthquake was not
in the economic hub of Japan, the
damages and losses caused were
not exceedingly serious. According
to international rating agency
Moody's, developed economies can
usually absorb the impacts of
catastrophic incidents more
readily than the less developed ones, and so the
chance of the sovereign rating of Japan being
lowered because of the earthquake is very slim.

At present, the Naoto Kan government, plagued by
poor poll results and scandal, is at the risk of stepping
down. If the government can engage vigorous relief
efforts, get on with reconstruction properly, and create
solidarity among the people, they may possibly
escape the fate of having to step down. If so, the
cycle of frequent changes of government will come to
a halt; which can be a good thing for the Japanese
people. Moreover, Japan has been haunted for a long
time by a faltering economy due to its weak domestic
demands. After the earthquake, a lot of rehabilitation
work has to be done; this will stimulate domestic
demands and jumpstart a gradual recovery of the
economy.

Japanese people have a high sense of crisis
awareness and the country has in place a multitude

of measures to guard against earthquake. Although
20% of the earthquakes in the world with a magnitude
higher than 6 took place in Japan, a country which
has the highest population density, the casualties
caused by earthquakes in the country were strikingly
low. With the exception of the Osaka and Kobe
earthquake in 1995, the death tolls in all other
earthquakes in the nation were within double digits.
In addition to having a high efficiency in organizing
relief operations, Japan also puts a lot of effort in
raising disaster precaution awareness among its
people and in enhancing earthquake-resistant and
disaster-proof capabilities across the nation. On
average, houses in the cities are designed with an
earthquake resistance of up to level 12. It also has a
first-class earthquake warning system. In this respect,
Japan serves a good example for other countries to
learn from.
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It is the strangest yellow, that wall-paper!
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1s the strangest yellow, that wall-paper! It makes me think of
all the yellow things I ever saw - not beautiful ones like
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The Wind

James Stephens (1882-1950)
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Lord Alfred Tennyson(1809-1892)
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He watches from his mountain walls, 1t B L& #R28
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All the world’s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players...
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To See a World in a Grain of Sand

William Blake(1757-1872)

To see a world in a grain of sand #t —¥ 47 Bt R

And a heaven in a wild flower, ft — %%t R X El
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And eternity in an hour. £ —ZI$E LB KB
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