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Class cutting should stop now as refmement IS 1nev1table
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The deadline for joining the enhanced voluntary
optimization of class structure scheme introduced by
the Education Bureau passed at the end of last month.
According to statistics, about 170 secondary schools in
the territory have announced their decisions to join the
class cutting scheme. Among them, there are at least
60 traditional or newly-switched secondary schools that
now use English as a medium of instruction. Cutting
classes in secondary schools is in fact a double-edged
sword. On one hand, it has the merit of relieving the
pressure of shutting down schools, minimizing the
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impacts on the educatlon
sector. On the other hand,
has the demerit of having to
coerce reputable schools
into complying with the
policy of cutting classes.
This is inconsistent with the
principle of survival of the
fittest, and will reduce the
chances for students to
study in elite schools. It is
impossible for the authorities
to employ this class cutting
scheme as a means to
indefinitely sustain the
survival of schools that
cannot enroll enough
students. The scheme,
which should only be a temporary measure, should
come to a halt now. In the long run, the authorities
should study the possibility of letting elite schools take
over mediocre schools so that the problem of student
shortage can be solved and the quality of education
can also be improved.

Due to the falling birth rate in Hong Kong, the number
of primary and secondary school age children has been
dropping year by year. Some secondary schools,
unable to recruit enough students, have to face the
risks of class reduction or closure, which results also in
redundant teachers. If schools are to close down and a
large number of redundant teachers become
unemployed, it will truly be a blow too heavy to the
education sector. However, it will be more beneficial to
the raising of the quality of education if a refinement
process is carried out, keeping reputable schools but
eliminating mediocre ones. The current practice of
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cutting classes in all schools regardless of their
performance is in effect an act of egalitarianism and is
detrimental to the improvement of school qualities.
Therefore, class cutting as a means to avoid shutting
down of schools can only be used as an interim
solution in an unusual time. As the decrease in the
number of students is a fact that cannot be reversed,
the authorities should study other more effective
measures such as merging schools that cannot take in
enough students, as well as reducing the number of
classes taken by a teacher through resource
integration to allow teachers more time to prepare for
classes and care for students. In addition, for some
districts which display a severe shortage of students
due to their demography, the authorities should
decisively close schools there to make way for
resource integration.
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