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Judicial review not the best move, long term strategy
needed to tackle Waste management
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Nearly three months after the Legislative Council
repealed the Tseung Kwan O landfill extension order,
the government decided not to seek judicial review.
The decision was based on various reasons; it was
first for the sake of maintaining a good relationship
between the executive and the legislature, and
second on the grounds that the dispute did not
involve fundamental constitutional differences, and
third due to the fact that the government had decided
not to appropriate the 5 hectares of land in the
Clearwater Bay Country Park for use as landfill
extension. Indeed, judicial review is not a panacea.
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If the executive and the
legislature are to engage
in litigation, not only will
the relationship between
the two be impaired, but
also negative effects will
be brought to society.
Therefore, the case must
be handled with absolute
care. Judicial review can
be dropped but the waste
problem cannot be left
unresolved.

The government's
decision to drop the
Tseung Kwan O landfill
extension plan is quite
justifiable. Currently,
refuse is mostly dumped
and processed in Tseung F
Kwan O, so the residents in the reglon have been
continually annoyed by the odour nuisance caused
by the landfill. The daily waste intake of the Tseung
Kwan O landfill far exceeds those of the two other
landfills; therefore the expansion of the Tseung Kwan
O landfill will simply worsen the problem of
unbalanced waste management. To balance the
interests among different districts and to align the
interests of local communities with that of the
territory at large, to quit the Tseung Kwan O
extension plan and to expand the other two landfills
in the New Territories is a reasonable choice. The
government should clearly communicate this
rationale to the public.

The government has indicated that it will seek long
— term and comprehensive solutions to deal
with the waste management problem. It is
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going to adopt such measures as recycling, waste
reduction and the introduction of modern refuse
treatment facilities. In addition, it will study the
possibility of an urban solid waste levy and bring
forward the second phase of the plastic bag levy.
Lagging behind some other advanced cities in terms
of waste management, Hong Kong has to consider a
long-term and comprehensive strategy for the
problem. It is necessary for Hong Kong to carry out
different methods including the construction of
modern incinerators, the encouragement of waste
separation and recycling, and also the introduction of
refuse levy. The government should act as soon as
possible in order to catch up with the other advanced
cities in managing waste.
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&MI Participation Is more important than success
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Last weekend, we went to Old Trafford for a football match.
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Moved by the value of the prizes, Tommy entered the
stock car race.
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Bonsai Competition.
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Last evening, Siu Man and | played a game of go.
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Without letting anyone know, Debbie entered the beauty
contest.
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