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The Chinese Medicine Ordinance has already come
into force officially starting the beginning of this month.
Some operators in the industry criticized the policy,
saying that the implementation was too hasty and
would create confusions in society. They also asked
the authorities to postpone the enforcement of the
ordinance to a later date. In fact, a full-scale
implementation of the proprietary Chinese medicine
registration system greatly helps to better ensure the
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Supporting measures necessary for enforcement of
Chinese Medicine Ordinance
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quality and safety of Chinese
medicines in Hong Kong.
However, if supporting measures |
are not in place when the
ordinance is enforced, there will be
a lot of inconveniences for
consumers. The authorities
should ask operators in the |
industry to promptly recall
unregistered medicines and to
clearly provide the registration
numbers on the packaging of
registered products. In addition,
the authorities ought to prepare a
list of registered medicines for
public reference and speed up the
implementation of the proprietary
Chinese medicine labeling system.
Through these measures, the citizens will be able to
get clear information of registered proprietary Chinese
medicines, and confusions can be eliminated.

Dealers and manufacturers of proprietary Chinese
medicines have alleged that the enforcement of the
ordinance was too hasty but their claims are not well
grounded. The registration of proprietary Chinese
medicine started in as early as 2003 and the Health
Department has since received over 16,000
applications for registration. More than 11,000 of these
applications have been approved. Chinese medicine
products that were yet to receive approval could still
be sold in the market by applying for transitional
registration. Dealers and manufacturers do not obtain
registration for their products mainly because of the
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increased cost incurred by the registration fee. Strict
enforcement of the proprietary Chinese medicine
registration system enhances the reliability of Chinese
medicine products and establishes consumer
confidence. Dealers and manufacturers should take
into account brand building and long-term benefits;
and actively take part in the registration system. On
the other hand, in order to prevent consumers from
breaking the law unknowingly by purchasing
unregistered Chinese medicine products, the
authorities should urge the industry to withdraw or
recall all unregistered products from the market and
remind consumers to purchase only proprietary
Chinese medicines which have been registered.
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The child loves his Teddy bear.
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With the economic downturn, it has been a bear market.
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The twins bear close resemblance.
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The messenger bears good news.
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Her face bears the lines of hardship.
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We can hardly bear the summer heat!
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These trees bear beautiful oranges.
ELREEXFHE

We have to bear left to get there.
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Do bear in mind the different meanings.
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The beach is too hot for us to walk with bare feet.
DERESRMAEREITE -
The investigation aims to find out the bare facts.
EREEKRLHPRNEE -
To avoid over burden, the explorer carries only
bare essentials.
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Bark?# H B S AR A2 - RT3 A R o
Dogs bark.(IE&IRA ° )
The bark of trees is often rough.
BERAEREMAFE -
The surly man’s bark is worse than his bite.
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