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Britain’s Seed Bank Deposits 1.6 Billions of Endangered Species

Botanists at Kew Gardens said they have collected
seeds from 10 percent(equals to an amount of 1.6
billions) of the world’s wild plants, their first goal in a
project to protect all endangered plant species.

Seeds from a wild, pink banana, musa itinerans, are
the latest addition to the collection at Kew’s Millennium
Seed Bank, designed to guard against dwindling
diversity.

It became the 24,200th species of wild flowering plant
stored in the seed bank, a nine-year-old programme
run by the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in
partnership with institutions in 54 countries.

With it the project reaches its target to collect, bank
and conserve seeds from 10 percent of the world’s most
under-threat wild plant species—although it is already
working towards a new goal of 25 percent of plants by
2020.

Since 2000, more than 3.5 billion seeds have been
collected and stored in air-tight containers in the
temperature-controlled vaults at Kew’s seed bank, as
well as in their countries of origin.
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"This is the hub. There is no seed bank like this in
the world," Paul Smith, head of the partnership.

He said the seeds in the bank would survive for
"hundreds, possibly thousands of years".

It is a race against time, Smith said, because in the
last decade alone, 20 plants held in the bank have
already been wiped out in the wild. He estimates that
between a third and a quarter will become extinct this
century.

"It is urgent and it is happening now. The amount of
land conversion people are undertaking is
unprecedented. An area the size of England is cleared
of primary vegetation every year," Smith said.

Because most of the world’s food and medicines
come from nature, protecting wild plant species is
critical, scientists said.

The first stage of the project cost 73.6 million pounds
funded variously from governments around the world
and private sponsors, while the next phase will cost
about 140 million pounds.
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The Star Ferry Pier and Ocean Terminal were completed in 1957 and
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At the back of the Star Ferry Pier and Ocean Terminal were the buildings

of the Hong Kong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown, which were

completed in 1886. They were rebuilt as the Harbour City in the mid 1960s.
In the middle of the picture, there were the Star House and Hong Kong

Hotel, which opened in 1968. The land next to them was the construction
- site of the Ocean Centre.

The KCR Terminal with the Clock Tower were situated on the right side.
The Terminal was moved to Hunghom in 1975 and the site was rebuilt as
the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.

The reclaimed land at the back was being developed to a new tourist spot,
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The fans waited in the arrival hall to welcome
the pop singer.
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The cycling winner was warmly welcomed by
supporters when he returned.

— T'sim Sha Tsui East.

You are Welcome
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The political party welcomed the proposal put
forth by the government.
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The cycling winner received a heroic welcome
when he returned.
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The political party gave a cautious welcome to
the proposal.
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You will always be welcome to join us.
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It was a welcome development for all.
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You are welcome.
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(You are)Welcome to Hong Kong.

BUDHEEERE -

DIE B Fwelcome B flIFERF > JeAimE it
By - BIRIEA G ARG g T o

M linachu88@netvigator.com




