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The Apple computer was invented in a garage. Same
with the Google search engine. Now, tinkerers are
working at home with the basic building blocks of life
itself.

Using homemade lab equipment and the wealth of
scientific knowledge available online, these hobbyists are
trying to create new life forms through genetic
engineering-a field long dominated by Ph.D.s toiling in
university and corporate laboratories.

In her San Francisco dining room lab, for example,
31-year-old computer programmer Meredith L.
Patterson is trying to develop genetically altered yogurt
bacteria that will glow green to signal the presence of
melamine.

“People can really work on projects for the good of
humanity while learning about something they want to
learn about in the process.”  she said.

In Cambridge, Massachusetts, a group called DIYbio
is setting up a community lab where the public could use
chemicals and lab equipment, including a used freezer,
scored for free off Craigslist, that drops to 80 degrees
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When I'm feeling sad
I simply remember my favourite Things
/‘ And then I don’t feel so bad
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Ice cream is my favourite dessert.
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Hiking is my favourite activity.
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Amateurs are trying genetic engineering at home
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Fahrenheit below zero (minus 62 degrees Celsius), the
temperature needed to keep many kinds of bacteria alive.

Co-founder Mackenzie Cowell, a 24-year-old who
majored in biology in college, said amateurs will probably
pursue serious work such as new vaccines and super-
efficient biofuels, but they might also try, for example, to
use squid genes to create tattoos that glow. Cowell said
such unfettered creativity could produce important
discoveries.

Many of these amateurs may have studied biology in
college but have no advanced degrees and are not
earning a living in the biotechnology field. Some proudly
call themselves “biohackers” -innovators who push
technological boundaries and put the spread of
knowledge before profits.

But critics of the movement worry that these
amateurs could one day unleash an
environmental or medical disaster. Defenders
say the future Bill Gates of biotech could be
developing a cure for cancer in the garage.
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Western Xia dynasty (1032—1227)
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Unearthed from the district of Western
Xia tomb, Yinchuan in 1974
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United Pier, 1953

The crown lying upon the pier was the decoration for
celebrating the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in this year.

The United Pier was operated in 1933, providing berths for
the ferries to Mongkok, Sham Shui Po, outlying islands and
vehicular ferries to Yau Ma Tei.

In front of the pier was the Central Bus Terminus which
has moved to the Exchange Square and Sheung Wan
individually since the 1960s.
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v, The Airport Railway Station and the Four Seasons Hotel
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were built on the reclaimed land.
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Tce cream is my “most” favourite dessert. A& /NE
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Most people favour having a tax cut.
[ The sudden drop in temperature favoured
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‘Favourable’ Christmas shopping.
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Can you do me a favour? Would you help me
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Most people are favourable to having a tax cut. AT RARE R — (B 100 2 ] DR e 3 5 8 A
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The sudden drop in temperature created a

I come to ask you for a favour.

eI ST e

SE AR 4 nﬂ%ﬂﬁ( 8 B3 (do
my favourite thing) » B M — L2847 F K F (do
something favourable ) » &% Fll A— B (do

favourable condition for Christmas shopping.
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