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Red Cross launches
family search game

It could be a phone call, it could be an email, but
it’s from a Ugandan teenager asking you to help find  who is in a camp for people displaced by the war in

Players are immersed in the world of Joseph, 16,

the mother he has lost touch with during his country’s  northern Uganda.

civil war. Some 2 million people were uprooted by the two-
Joseph is a character in a cutting-edge Alternate decade conflict in which (1) Lord’s Resistance Army

Reality Game launched by the Red Cross — a 2Ist  rebels kidnapped thousands of children to use as

century cross between a role-playing game and a  soldiers and sex slaves.

treasure hunt. The game forces players to use the internet, email

The game called “ Traces of Hope and telephone to get an idea of the intense pressure
(www.tracesothope.com) is the first time a charity has  civilians face in the turmoil of conflict.

used the interactive ARG format more commonly “For a teenager alone in a war zone it’s very
used to promote films and commercial products. disorienting, very scary, very difficult to know what to

The Red Cross is using the real-time game to draw  do. There are no easy decisions,” Williams said.

attention to the plight of civilians who get separated Once players sign up, the game starts without
from loved ones during war, and to highlight its ~ warning when Joseph gets in touch asking for help,
family-tracing service. and they have to track down information and clues
“It’s like a puzzle,” said Charles Williams, planted on websites like publishers Penguin and
editorial manager for the British Red Cross. “It will ~humanitarian news service Reuters AlertNet.

put players in the shoes of people in contlict situations Reuters

who have to make difficult decisions.”
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Painted pottery figurine of a drummer on horseback

it2% Northern Wei dynasty (AD 386 —
534)

& A AL Luoyang Museum
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Following the unification of northern China by

2 the Tuoba clan of the Xianbei people, figurines of
heavy and light cavalry forces began appearing m tombs. Alongside these martial funerary objects
were also figurines of musicians on horseback. The rider is wearing a high hat, a wide-sleeved short
tunic with the right front panel crossed over to the left, and a pair of trousers tied near the ankles.
Holding a drum in his left hand, the rider raises his right hand to strike it. This pottery figurine of

a rider and horse was unearthed from the tomb of Yuanshao, or Prince Wengong, in Luoyang,
Henan province. Dating back to AD 528, the finest examples of funerary objects of its time

were also unearthed in this tomb. BE . EREELBYYE
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It's a tainted world : I535

“tainted” ZRIEB RS =B A

“tainted” FE{HF © poisoned” with melamine.
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Have you ever seen a satellite?

Do you think you can spot a satellite, such as the nine-
metre Shenzhou spacecraft, that is flying 200 km high
above? As a matter of fact, you can, taken that it happens
to transit your local sky within an hour or two after sunset
or before sunrise. You can identify it by the sunlight it
reflects. For huge objects such as the International Space
Station (ISS) and the Space Shuttle, their shapes can even
be discerned through an astronomical telescope. The above
picture is one I took in 2006 when the ISS happened to
transit the face of the sun. However, peeping the sun

through a telescope can cause permanent damage to your

eyes! B BERRNBHE
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